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CHRISTMAS 2010

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear parents and friends,
Christmas is only a few days away and it looks like it could be a white
one! We were lucky to have had milder weather for our trip with 5th and 6th class girls
to the RDS last weekend for the Hallelujah Concert. Congratulations to all the girls
involved. They were a credit to the school and had a really enjoyable time. Thanks to Ms.
O’Neill for the weeks of preparation beforehand.
We have begun work for our second green flag. The focus is on Energy and
the Green School Committee is busy raising awareness of our use of energy
around the school.
We had three winners in the Dublin Diocese Parish Art Competition and
Brooke McCarthy’s entry has gone forward to represent the parish.
Congratulations Brooke!
Thank you for your generous response to our Sponsored Walk. We raised
€4500 which was used to update resources in the school.
School re-opens on Monday January 10th 2011. We look forward to seeing
everyone then!

On behalf of the
School Community:
May the miracle of Christmas
bring you joy
And bless you
with peace and love.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We are making our First Communion in May. Some Sundays we go to 11 o’clock
mass for our ‘Do this in Memory’ masses. Every week someone brings up the
gifts. One day I brought up a candle and Kate brought up the Bible. In Autumn
we brought leaves up to the altar. Last week we brought up food for the St. Vincent de Paul.
Mollie Turner and Kate Wray, 2nd Class
We are having lots of fun preparing for our Confirmation. At the moment we are
making Confirmation booklets. We have attended two masses. The first mass was
our enrolment mass. We received the ‘You shall be my witness’ programme
certificates. The second mass was on the fifth of December. Ms. Stone’s class
were put in charge of readings and gifts. We are looking forward to our
Confirmation!
Amy McKenna, Chloe Ward, Amelia Samulska and Jodie Gardner, 6th Class

First Holy Communion:
Confirmation:

Sunday 15th May at 11am
Sunday 12th June at 12.15pm

A VISIT TO COLÁISTE ÉANNA
Fifth and sixth class visited Coláiste Éanna
recently. The school was hosting an open day
to provide the girls with an opportunity to
experience what secondary school will be like. They
explored a wide range of subjects which are provided
by the school and even got the chance to chat
with some of the teachers. The girls really
enjoyed the chance of experiencing what will
be in store for them in the coming years at
secondary school.

D.C.U.
Programme
Katie Richardson and
Victoria Ionas from 6th class
attended D.C.U. this term.
The girls studied forensics and
even had the opportunity to solve a
crime by examining a crime scene
which had been recreated on the
college campus.

AN SNEACHTA
Chuaigh mé go dtí an siopa. Cheannaigh mé hata, lámhíní agus scaif. D’fhág mé
an siopa agus bhí sé ag cur sneachta. Chonaic mé sneachta i ngach áit. Chonaic
mé mo colceathracha sa teach. D’fhág siad an teach agus rinne mé
agus mo colceathracha fear sneachta iontach. Shleamhnaigh mé agus mo col
ceathracha ar na sléibhte agus thit mé ar an leac oighir. Chuaigh mé abhaile. D’ól
mé seacláid te agus d’fhéach mé ar scannán Nollag.
Ciara Deegan, Rang a sé

HALLELUJAH CHORUS
On Saturday 11th of December, Miss Garvey’s class, Miss Heeney’s
class and some of sixth class went to the RDS to sing. We had been
practicing for months.
At two o’clock we left the school in a bus driven by PJ. We arrived at the RDS around 3
o’clock and waited in a line to be shown to our seats. We held up our banners and we began our
rehearsals. The conductor’s name was Gearóid Grant and he showed us signs for standing up,
sitting down and bowing when the song was over. After rehearsals, we had our break.
At half six, the audience began to arrive. The conductor got onto the stage and
the show began. The opening song was ‘Hey, hey we’re the monkeys’. The audience
began to cheer. Everybody had a good time. We would like to thank Ms. O’Neill for
all her hard work in preparing us for the concert.
Sarah Macken and Edel Barry, 5th Class

GREEN SCHOOLS COMMITTEE
Having achieved their first Green flag, the girls on the Green School
Committee are also working hard on the second Green School theme, energy.
While continuing to reduce litter and waste at our school, the committee are
also looking at ways they can reduce energy consumption. Achievements this term include
placing a new compost bin in our school garden for organic waste and donating 200
old and broken mobile phones to the Jack and Jill Foundation.
Congratulations to Ms. Garvey’s class who are this term’s winners of ‘The Tidy
Classroom Award’.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
Parents have been enjoying attending the ‘Parent and Toddler Group’,
‘Computers for Beginners’ and ‘Flower Arranging’.
Margaret O’Shea (parent) spoke to other parents about aromatherapy and how the use of
essential oils can help to ease stress for everyone. Some parents enjoyed a gentle neck
massage while others experienced a gentle hand massage. For those who attended the
coffee event it was an aromatic experience!
“Because you are worth it”. Much appreciation to those of you who came and
enjoyed 15 minutes of gentle relaxation for yourself.
Thanks to the parents who participated in a ‘Brainstorming’ session with HSCL
coordinators about safety and privacy for young people on the internet. We will keep you
posted on further developments.
Thanks to Catherine (parent) who gives of her time and enthusiasm to help with reading. A
big thanks to all of you who have supported me in Home / School activities.
Monica HSCL Coordinator / Teacher

CHRISTMAS NIGHT
All the children lie in bed this special night,
Holding their breath and their eyes closed
tight,
They know the magic wouldn’t work right,
If they were found awake after midnight.
Sshhh, at last they hear a sound and tinkering
bells in the background,
Will they dare open their eyes?
Or peep out at the dark skies?
Will they only see the snow?
Or is it Santa parked across the road?
Not one child dares to breathe,
Or make a sound in bed this eve,
They know it was Santa creeping across the
floor,
Even quieter than the year before.
Victoria Ionas, 6th Class

PARISH POSTER
COMPETITION
Congratulations to Brooke
McCarthy, from Ms Ryan’s class,
who came first in the parish
poster competition with the
theme, ‘Calming the Storm’.
Brooke’s poster will now be
entered in a diocesan competition
and we wish her the best of luck!

Congratulations also to Kaci McKay
and Mya Fleming, who came second
and third. We were delighted to
learn that all three parish winners
were from Saint Catherine’s! Well
done to everyone who entered!

DOODLE 4 GOOGLE
Pupils from all classes took part in the ‘Doodle 4 Google’ competition this year, based on
the idea ‘To me, happiness is…….’
An internal competition was run in the school with a winner and a runner up selected from
each of the classes involved. The winners of the school competition were Tracy
Nakowooya, Rochelle Osunde, Martha Obaseki, Nadia Mazgaj, Maria Guzun, Amy
McGarry, Chloe Petit de Mange and Ciara Deegan. These pupils’ doodles will be put
forward as the entries representing the school. We wish them the best of luck!
Runners up were Seodín Douglas, Jodie Kelly, Hazel Magee, Casey Dunne, Zara
Blomer, Leah Donaldson, Gracy Nasralla and Ciara Carson. Their entries are
entries are displayed in the computer room, with a selection of other entries
from each class.

Mrs. Byrne wishes to
thank all those who
donated to the
St. Vincent De Paul food appeal.

Please ensure that we
have your correct
mobile phone number.

